TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

MINUTES OF JULY 10, 2007

PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHIP HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Gaskell, Colvin, Elbert, Scott, Thompson and Parker

Absent:  King

Others:  Sullivan, Briggs

Audience:  7

1. The meeting convened at 7:30 PM.

2. Consideration of Agenda.  Add one item after #4.

3.  Minutes of June 12, 2007.  In item #5 correct the spelling of “Kamp”.  In item # 6, add “See Attachment” at end of first paragraph.  It was suggested to include the entire text of the proposed replacement of “Water Quality Preservation Corridor” in the Land Use Plan to read:  Water Quality Preservation.  Torch Lake Township should adopt a policy of Water Quality Preservation, for the protection of ground waters and surface waters from contamination by excess nutrients, pesticides, and other pollutants.

     Protection against excessive nutrient delivery to the water can be fostered by recommendations to residents for proper use of nutrients, pesticides, and other potential pollutants, along with education on sensible stewardship of all property in the township no matter how it is zoned.

     The Planning Commission should establish guidelines for gathering information from residents and professional environmental experts, with the purpose of providing recommendations and educational material to property owners that will enable Torch Lake Township to maintain and improve the level of water quality in the township.

     The motion by Elbert to approve the minutes as corrected was seconded and carried 6-0.

4. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.  4 a.  Gaskell provided copies for all Commissioners of the MTA schedule of future classes on Zoning.  Sullivan announced a session presented by the NW Michigan Council of Governments on the Open Meetings Act and Freedom of Information Act to be held in Charlevoix August 9, 2007 at the City Hall from 6:30 until 8:30.  Sullivan also took the opportunity to comment regarding last month’s meeting, that page 52 of the Future Land Use Plan will need corrections in the text because of the change in the build out numbers.  There was a motion by Thompson and seconded that residence build out language be amended to show maximum number of dwelling units match the table on the following page.  Motion carried 6-0.

5. Review of Township Board Action.  Regarding the Board’s rejection of the Upland Game Hunting Preserve, Sullivan stated that because of a recent Court of Appeals Case, Townships do not have the right to regulate Hunting Preserves as a Special Use in the Ag District and therefore the TLT Board’s desire is found to be not legal.  Briggs will send memo advising the TLT Board.  Regarding the recommendation from the TLT Board to add “Single Ownership” “Timeshare” and “Condominium” to the definition section of the Zoning Ordinance, there is discussion but no action taken by the PC at this time. 

6.  Request for Survey. There has been a request of the Commission to fill out a survey being conducted by Professor Richard K. Norton of the University of Michigan.  The commissioners agreed to let the Chair complete the survey.

7. Possible Zoning Ordinance Revisions.  Sullivan had a handout for the Commission of a recommended format to be used when making ordinance amendments.  After a brief discussion, there is a motion by Thompson and seconded to approve the amendment format suggested by Sullivan.  Motion carried 6-0.  A copy of this format is included with the original minutes of this meeting.
8. Concerns of the Public.  A question was asked regarding the cell tower and Briggs replied that nothing has been heard regarding the tower.  

9. Concerns of the Commission.  Thompson asked whether adding a concrete floor to the tent at A-GA-MING makes it permanent?  Briggs replied “No”.

10. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary

